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Last Issue for 1998
This is the final issue of Home, Yard, and Garden Pest
Newsletter for 1998. We will resume publishing in
April 1999. We hope your investment has been
worthwhile. As always, input concerning the newslet-
ter is welcome. Please direct any comments to Phil
Nixon, the newsletter coordinator. Comments about
specific articles in the newsletter should be directed to
the person responsible for that article (author name is
listed at the end of each article.) Telephone numbers
for authors are listed at the end of each newsletter.
(Phil Nixon)

Subscription Rates for 1999
We are pleased to announce that subscription rates for
the 1999 volume of Home, Yard and Garden Pest
Newsletter will not change. Subscription options and
rates are $28 for mail, $25 for Web, and $40 for Web/
mail combo. Fax subscriptions are no longer avail-
able. For more information or to receive a subscrip-
tion brochure, call (800) 345-6087. An online sub-
scription form is available at http://www.ag.uiuc.edu/
cespubs/hyg/subscribe.html.

1998–1999 Commercial Handbook Updates
In January 1998, the Illinois Commercial Turfgrass
and Landscape Pest Management Handbook was
changed from an annual to a biannual publication.
Persons who purchased the 1998–1999 handbook
should note the following updates. Anyone who
purchases or has purchased the handbook will receive
this information on a flyer. The updates will also
available on the HYG Web site (http://www.ag.
uiuc.edu/cespubs/hyg) before the end of the year.

Chapter 1, Table 7: Chemical Control of Turfgrass
Diseases
Add the fungicide Heritage to the list of pesticides

labeled for gray leaf spot (p. 11).
Switch the comment sections for Pythium blight and

red thread (p. 13).

Chapter 3, Table 1: Common and Trade Names of
Widely Used Insecticides
Add the following insecticide (p. 63)

spinosad (common name), Conserve (trade name)

Chapter 3, Table 2: Recommendations for Insect
Pest Management in Trees and Shrubs
Add the following statement to the management

suggestions column for bagworm (p. 67), black
vine weevil (p. 67), Cooley spruce gall (p. 68),
eastern spruce gall adelgid (p. 69), eastern tent
caterpillar (p. 69), honeylocust plant bug (p. 71),
Japanese beetle (p. 71), lacebug (p. 72), leafhop-
pers (p. 72), and plant bugs (p. 75):

“Cyfluthrin is not labeled for use in nurseries.”

Also in Chapter 3, Table 2 (p. 72), change the
following statement in the management sugges-
tions for leafhoppers from:

“Permethrin is for use on nursery stock only.”

to

“Ambush and Pounce are for use on nursery stock
only.”

Winter Programs
Following is a partial list of University of Illinois
Extension educational programs available during the
coming winter for commercial ornamental horticultur-
ists. To register or obtain additional information,
contact the person listed. (Phil Nixon)

North Central Turfgrass Exposition
Pheasant Run, St. Charles, IL
November 30–December 3, 1998
Features:

General sessions
Lawn care sessions
Sports turf sessions
Golf turf sessions
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Sod producers’ sessions
Landscape sessions
Exhibit and trade show

Cost: $120; single-day registration available
Contact: Illinois Turfgrass Foundation, (312) 201-

0101

Southern Illinois Bedding Plant School
Belleville Area College, Belleville, IL
January 6, 1999, 9:00 a.m.; registration starts at

8:30 a.m.
Topics:

Germplasm for the next millennium
Results of 1998 flower trials
Role of water quality and plant nutrition
Wildflowers
Discovering and using herbs
New plant development

Cost $10 fee; registration at the door only
Contact: Ron Cornwell, (618) 692-9434

Indiana-Illinois Turfgrass Short Course
Holiday Inn, Willowbrook, IL
February 22–26, 1999
Topics include:

Turfgrass growth and physiology
Turfgrass ID, species and selection
Soils, fertility, and water management
Cultivation, mowing, and PGRs
Turfgrass math, sprayer calibration, and pesticide

safety
Disease, insect, and weed management
Establishment, renovation and problem solving

Cost: $550, preregistration required ($450 if ITF or
MRTF member)

Contact: Bev Bratton, (765) 494-8039 or Tom Voigt,
(217) 333-7847

Southern Illinois Grounds Maintenance School
Gateway Center, Collinsville, IL
February 24–25, 1999
Topics include:

Greenscapes in the 22nd century, keynote address
Cold hardiness and superior cold-tolerant plants
Plus 24 breakout sessions covering woody orna-

mentals, turfgrass, golf courses, and perennials
and herbs

Cost: $50; preregistration required (to preregister, call
Denise at [618] 236-8600)

Contact: Ron Cornwell, (618) 692-9434

Grounds Maintenance Seminar
Elk Grove Village Park District
Elk Grove Village, IL
March 31, 1999, 8:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Registration check-in begins at 7:30 a.m.
Topics include:

Controlling wildlife
Low maintenance flower beds
Native plants
Insect pests for 1999
Low maintenance turf care
Maintenance of mature trees and shrubs

Cost: $35
Contact: James Schuster (708) 352-0109

Grounds Maintenance Seminar (conducted in
    Spanish)
Cantigny Gardens, Winfield, IL
April 19, 1999, 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Registration check-in begins at 7:30 a.m.
Topics include:

Pesticide safety
Turf maintenance
Plant problem diagnosis
Live pruning and planting demonstration (concur-

rent session)
Spanish-English landscape terms (concurrent

         session)
Cost: $45 (registration limited to one person per com-

pany up to 60 total registrants)
Contact: James Schuster, (708) 352-0109

Pesticide Applicator Training and Certification
Clinics
20 one- and two-day clinics from January through

May, 1999
Locations throughout the state
Training available:

General standards
Ornamentals
Turfgrass
Rights-of-way
Mosquito control
Aquatics
Plant management (interiorscapes)
Demonstration and research

Cost: $25.00; preregistration required
Contact: (800) 644-2123
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Landscape Maintenance Seminar
Rockford, IL
January 19, 1999
Topics include:

Insects of ornamentals
Turfgrass renovation
Dealing with difficult people
Underused perennials and shade plants (con-

current session)
Diseases of ornamentals and underused trees and

shrubs  (concurrent session)
Preregistration required; lunch included
Contact: Winnebago County Extension, (815) 987-

7379

Landscape Maintenance Seminar
Crystal Lake, IL
January 25, 1999
Topics include:

Insects of ornamentals
Turfgrass renovation
Dealing with difficult people
Underused perennials and shade plants

Preregistration required; lunch included
Contact: McHenry County Extension (815) 338-4747

Landscape Maintenance Seminar
Elburn, IL
January 27, 1999
Topics include:

Insects of ornamentals
Turfgrass renovation
Dealing with difficult people
Turfgrass renovation
Dealing with difficult people
Underused perennials and shade plants

Preregistration required; lunch included
Contact: Kane County Extension (630) 584-6166

Pesticide Storage
The previous two issues of this newsletter contained
articles on pesticide shelf life and disposal. Below is
some important information about a related topic:
pesticide storage

Pesticides can have an extended shelf life if the
storage area is cool, dry, and out of direct sunlight.
Protection from temperature extremes is important
because heat or cold can shorten pesticide shelf life.
At temperatures below freezing, some liquid formula-
tions separate into their various components and lose
effectiveness. High temperatures cause many pesti-
cides to volatilize or break down more rapidly.
Extreme heat may also cause glass bottles to break or
explode.

Small amounts of pesticides should be stored in a
locked cupboard or storage cabinet out of the reach of
children. Larger amounts of pesticides should be
secured in a locked room or shed that is well lighted
and ventilated, constructed of fire-resistant materials,
contains a sprinkler system, and has firefighting
equipment on hand. A list of stored chemicals should
be filed with the local fire department.

The storage area should be in an area where
flooding is not likely. Also, the storage area should be
downwind and downhill from sensitive areas such as
homes, play areas, and ponds. Storage facilities
should be located away from human or livestock
habitation to avoid contamination in the event of fire.
Weatherproof signs stating “Danger! Pesticide—Keep
Out!” should be attached to the door and/or windows.

Pesticides packaged in paper or cardboard contain-
ers should be stored on shelves to keep them away
from water or dampness on the floor. To prevent
cross-contamination, separate volatile herbicides and
other pesticides. Keep all corrosive chemicals in their
proper containers to prevent leaks. Even the simple
step of tightly closing lids and bungs on containers
can help extend the shelf life of pesticides.

Build a drainage system to collect any runoff water
contaminated with pesticides. Pesticides that may be
present as a result of tank rinsing, spills, seepage from
storage, and heavy runoff from firefighting or floods
must be controlled. Dikes, collecting pools, and
washing slabs with sumps provide a proper drainage
system. The collected runoff water should be treated
as a surplus pesticide and disposed of properly or
reused in pesticide application.

An adequate supply of detergent or soap, hand
cleanser, and water is essential in the storage area.
Water also serves as quick first-aid in a poisoning
emergency. A shower should be available as first-aid
for pesticide spilled on the skin. An emergency
shower that will release a large amount of water at
once is preferable. An eyewash station should be
nearby as well. Absorptive clay, activated charcoal,
vermiculite, pet litter, sawdust, or specialized
pesticide-absorbent material should be readily avail-
able at the storage site to soak up spills and leaks.
Other essential items include a shovel, broom, dust-
pan, leak-proof container to hold spilled pesticide, and
the proper type of fire extinguisher. (Fredric Miller
and Phil Nixon)
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PLANT DISEASE____________

Mark Your Calendars!
During the growing season, we offer many sugges-
tions about disease control—some to be initiated
immediately and some to be done at a later date. Most
of us have good intentions of following up on such
matters but become too busy and put the job off. Here
are a few suggestions on disease control for the
landscape. Most steps should be taken this winter, so
make a note on your calendar now.

Please don’t follow every one of these recommen-
dations unless you have had problems with these
diseases. Why fix something that is not broken? In a
few cases, spraying a fungicide now will prevent
problems in the spring. In other cases, late winter
applications are suggested. I would particularly
recommend the following practices to those who have
had repeated problems with any of these specific
diseases. The use of fungicides for these particular
diseases will serve as protectants to slow or discour-
age fungal development in the dormant season.

If you’ve had problems in turf areas with either
gray snow mold (Typhula) or pink snow mold
(Fusarium), you should apply a protectant fungicide
now—before the first snow cover. These snow molds
develop on turf that is under a layer of snow for an
extended time, under areas compacted by snowmo-
biles, snow drifts, or snow piles, or in areas that
frequently freeze and thaw under the cover of snow.
Because the fungicides that control Typhula are often
different than those that control Fusarium, refer to
page 14 in the Illinois Commercial Landscape and
Turfgrass Pest Management Handbook, 1998–1999.
In some cases, repeat applications during midwinter
thaws may offer increased protection against these
fungi. Follow label directions carefully.

The Taphrina diseases also warrant use of dormant-
season sprays. This was a big year for oak leaf
blisters (see issue nos. 3 and 4) and peach leaf curl
(see issue nos. 2 and 3). Both diseases are caused by
Taphrina, and both can be controlled with one fungi-
cidal application in late winter or early spring before
buds begin to swell. Don’t wait until next spring when
symptoms show; sprays after budbreak are ineffec-
tive. If you’ve had problems with leaf curl on peach,
nectarine, ornamental Prunus species, or oak in the
past, mark your calendar now to spray a dormant
fungicide in February or early March. Many fungi-
cides are listed on page 99 of the current Illinois

Commercial Landscape and Turfgrass Pest Manage-
ment Handbook and on page 35 of the Illinois
Homeowners’ Guide to Pest Management.

Black knot of stone fruits (issue no. 12) occurs on
cherries, plums, and ornamental Prunus species. The
disease can be controlled using a combination of
pruning and fungicide applications. Mark you calen-
dar to prune in February. Remove all knots from the
tree and burn, bury, or remove them from the site.
(Actually, you can do this any time the tree is dor-
mant, but if you wait until February you’ll be able to
see all of the new knots, some of which will not be
visible now.) Apply a dormant oil at bud swell. Many
copper fungicides are labeled for use against black
knot. Be certain to read the label carefully to ensure
that the copper fungicide you select lists the host and
disease targeted. Copper fungicides must be used in
the spring to continue to protect against this fungus.

Bacterial leaf spot of stone fruit trees (issue no.
12) was another common disease in 1998, mainly as a
result of the excessive rains. A copper fungicide
applied once in late dormancy up to late bud swell
will help considerably in controlling this disease.
Balanced fertility will also greatly aid in disease
control. (Nancy Pataky)

Home, Yard and Garden Pest Newsletter is prepared by
Extension specialists from the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign and the Illinois Natural History
Survey. Information for this newsletter is gathered with the
help of staff members, Extension field staff, and others.
Karel Jacobs and Donna Danielson of The Morton
Arboretum also provide information and articles.

Major authors are Phil Nixon, (217) 333-6650, and
Fredric Miller, (708) 352-0109, entomologists; Nancy
Pataky, plant pathologist, (217) 333-0519; and Tom Voigt
and David Williams, horticulturists, (217) 333-0350. Phil
Nixon is the executive editor of the Home, Yard and Garden
Pest Newsletter. This newsletter is written by faculty in the
Department of Natural Resources and Environmental
Sciences and the Department of Crop Sciences. The
newsletter is edited by Peggy Currid and typeset by Oneda
VanDyke, both of Information Technology and Commu-
nication Services.

For subscription information, phone (217) 333-2666 or
(800) 345-6087, or e-mail acesnews@uiuc.edu. Web
subscriptions are available (http://www.ag.uiuc.edu/
cespubs/hyg).
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INDEX_____________________

Horticulture
Illinois Commercial Landscape and Turfgrass Pest

Management, 1998–1999, updates to 22:1
Pesticide, Applicator Training 4:1; disposal of 20:1,

shelf life 21:1; storage 22:1
Turf stems (stemminess) 7:1
Waterlogged plants 15:2, 7:4, 6:3
Weeds, annual grassy 1:3; broadleaf 1:4; Canada

thistle 5:4; garlic mustard 6:3; perennial grassy;
preemergence control 1:3; winter annual 1:3;
yellow nutsedge 14:1

Workshops and educational programs 22:1

Insects
Aphids, spirea 10:1
Bagworms 9:3, 8:1, 6:5, 5:2
Bees 17:3, 16:1
Beetles, Asian longhorned 16:1, 13:2; elm leaf 5:2,

3:3; Japanese 21:3, 18:1, 14:1, 12:2, 10:1; milk
weed leaf 11:3; soldier 8:1; spotted cucumber 11:3;
true white grub 5:2

Billbugs 11:3; hunting 2:2
Borers, bronze birch 4:3, 3:3; flatheaded appletree

5:2; lilac/ash 6:5, 3:3; locust 19:3; peach tree 10:1,
9:3; pitch mass 17:3; Zimmerman pine moth 17:2

Caterpillars, bagworm 9:3, 8:1, 6:5, 5:2; cankerworm
3:3, 1:3; eastern tent 5:2, 2:3, 1:3; euonymous 5:2,
3:3; fall webworm 19:3, 18:2, 16:1, 15:3, 13:3;
mimosa 19:3, 13:3, 12:2, 8:1, 7:2; pine false
(sawfly) 7:2 ; sod webworm 15:3, 5:1; walnut 12:2;
white-marked tussock moth 12:2; yellow-necked
16:1, 12:2; woollybear 18:2; Zimmerman pine
moth 17:2

Cicadas, dog day or annual 13:3; periodical 10:1, 8:1,
5:1, 4:2

Earwigs 12:2, 11:2
Flower chewers 11:2
Flower hoppers 11:3
Galls, ash flower mite 15:3; Cooley spruce 2:3;

eriophyid mite 2:3; honeylocust pod 6:4; succulent
oak 2:3

Grasshoppers 11:2
Grubs, annual white 21:3, 20:2, 19:2, 18:1, 16:1, 15:3,

14:1, 13:3, 12:1, 11:3, 10:1; true white 12:1; 5:2,
3:3

Katydids 13:3
Lacebugs 20:2, 10:1
Leafhoppers 11:3; potato 5:1
Leafminers, 10:1; 3:4, 3:3

Mealybugs, Taxus 3:3
Mites, ash flower 15:3; bald cypress 18:2, 15:3;

eriophyid 2:3, 1:2; hemlock rust 1:2; spider 7:2, 1:2
Moths, green cloverworm 19:2; pitch mass borer17:3;

white-marked tussock 12:2; Zimmerman pine 17:2
Phenology 3:3
Pillbugs 11:2
Plant bugs, ash 5:2, 2:2; four-lined 6:4; honeylocust

7:2, 5:2, 3:4, 2:2
Rootworms 11:3
Sawflies 4:3; dogwood 20:2; European pine 1:2; pine

false 7:2; redheaded pine 9:3; slug 8:2; white pine
20:2

Scales, cottony maple 9:3, 8:1, 6:4; European elm 8.3;
Lecanium 9:3, 8:2; oystershell 3:3; pine needle 4:3,
3:3

Slugs 9:4
Spittlebugs 4:2
Sowbugs 11:2
Twig pruners 15:3
Vanhoutte spirea, phenology 3:3
Wasps 17:3, 16:1
Webworms, euonymous 5:2, 3:3; fall 19:3, 18:2, 16:1,

15:3, 13:3; mimosa 19:3, 13:3, 12:2, 8:1, 7:2; pine
false 7:2; sod 15:3, 5:1

Weevils, black vine 11:3, 6:4, 3:3; imported
longhorned 11:3; strawberry root 11:3

Whiteflies, banded 16:1

Plant Diseases
Anthracnose, of ash 4:5, 3:2; of hosta 15:1; of

sycamore 13:2, 4:5, 3:2; of tomato 9:2
Baking soda, use as fungicide 9:1
Black knot, of stone fruits 22:4, 12:3
Blights, Botrytis 5:3; brown spot needle of pine 6:2;

Dothistroma needle 6:2; early of tomato 9:2;
fire 4:5, 2:2; gummy stem of cucurbits 16:3;
Kabatina of juniper 4:4; Phomopsis of juniper 4:4;
Sphaeropsis of pine 13:2, 4:4, 2:2; vinca (peri-
winkle) stem 5:3; Volutella of pachysandra 3:2

Cankers 16:2, 3:2; Cytospora of spruce 9:1; rose 19:1;
Russian-olive 18:3; stem 6:1; Thyronectria of
honey locust 16:2

Chlorosis, iron 17:2
Crown gall 17:1, 12:3
Crown rot, of ajuga 18:3
Damping off, of seedlings 5:2
Dutch elm disease 10:2
Fungi, artillery (shotgun) 8:3
Fungicide, label changes 1:1; sodium bicarbonate

(baking soda) 9:1
Fusarium patch, on turf 7:5
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Galls, cedar-apple rust 2:2; cedar-quince rust 2:2;
crown 17:1, 12:3

Leaf blisters, oak leaf 22:4, 4:5, 3:2
Leaf blotch, Guignardia 11:1; of peony 14:3
Leaf curl, peach 22:4, 3:2, 2:1
Leaf discoloration, of tuliptree 13:1
Leaf diseases, of peony 14:3; of tomato 9:2
Leaf drop, of hackberry 6:1
Leaf scorches, bacterial 10:3; of goutweed (Bishop’s

weed) 11:1; noninfectious 10:3
Leaf spots, bacterial 6:1; bacterial of stone fruits

22:4, 12:2; bacterial of larkspur (Delphinium)
8:2; iris 12:2; English ivy 6:1; fungal 6:1;
Rudebeckia (black-eyed Susan) 15:1; Septoria of
tomato 9:2; turf 3:1

Measles, of peony 14:3
Mildews, powdery 13:1; powdery of dogwood 3:1;

downy of rose 8:3
Molds, gray on berries 5:3; gray snow 22:4; pink

snow 22:4, 7:5: Sclerotinia white 11:1; slime 8:3
Moss, turf 4:1
Needle cast, Rhizosphaera of spruce 2:1
Peach tree, care 5:3
Peony, red spot, leaf blot, or measles of 14:3
Plant Clinic, changes for 1998 1:5; closes 18:1;

opens 1:4, procedures and tips 20:3, 18:1, 1:5, 1:6,
1:7; specimen data form 1:6

Plant diseases, tips for avoiding 20:1

Red thread, of turf 7:5
Roots, diagnosing problems in tree 20:2
Root rots, of annuals and perennials 14:3; black of

strawberry 10:3
Rose rosette 11:2
Rots, black root of strawberry 10:3; blossom-end

10:3; brown of stone fruits 16:3; crown of ajuga
18:3; root of annuals and perennials 14:3; stem of
sedum 18:2; tree root 20:2

Rusts, cedar-apple 2:2 ; cedar-hawthorn 13:2; cedar-
quince 13:2, 2:2; hollyhock 6:2; turf 15:2

Scab, apple 2:2; crabapple 13:2
Seedling diseases 5:2
Slime, flux of trees 19:1; molds 8:3
Stem blights, gummy of cucurbits 16:2; vinca (peri-

winkle) 5:3
Stem rot, of sedum 18:2
Sunscald 10:3
Turf, disease 7:5; leaf spots 3:1; moss problems 4:1;

rust 15:2
“Wet feet,” of trees, shrubs, and flowers 15:2, 7:4, 6:3
Wetwood, of trees 19:1
White pine problems 14:2
Wilts, bacterial 17:2; Fusarium 17:1; oak 7:4; pine

9:2; tomato 17:1; Verticillium 17:1, 7:3; walnut
17:1

Witches’ brooms 19:2
yellows, aster 13:2, 11:3; elm (phloem necrosis) 4:3


